	
	
	
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
May, 2016




Prof. Yiyuan Mai
Office: Room 655
Phone number: 87556477
Email: maiyiyuan@mail.hust.edu.cn


Course Overview
This master seminar provides an introduction to the phenomenon of entrepreneurship. We will highlight the main theories on opportunity recognition, planning, organization, and the launch of a new entrepreneurial business innovation and technology strategy, and build understanding of building an entrepreneurial team, and gathering resources to convert opportunities into a business. The goal is to synthesize the major research findings in this area. We will also develop skills to both appreciate and construct empirical research designs.  
General course requirements
This course is organized as a seminar. This means that you are primarily responsible for discussing the readings in class. Please do all of the readings for each session and be prepared to discuss and comment on the readings. You should arrive at each class with your analysis of the readings (key questions, disagreements, connections) plus your questions and topics to be raised for discussion. A number of readings for each session have purposely been kept small to facilitate thorough preparation. I will also ask you to:
1. Lead class discussion once during the quarter. Discussion assignments will be made on the first day of class. As a discussion leader, rather than present a summary of each of the readings, your role is to prepare questions and expect to act as a moderator of our discussion.
2. Prepare a brief memo (2-3 pages) relating to the readings for the week. Your memo should integrate the readings assigned for the class session. Formats can vary. You may find it helpful to use the memo as a tool to make progress on your current project (second year paper, dissertation, research paper), for example by summarizing how the ideas discussed in the articles relate to your own project. The memo is due in the beginning of each class. No late papers will be accepted, but the lowest grade will be discarded.
3. A 8-10 page research paper. The research paper is designed to help you think about how you might use the ideas from this course in your own research. This paper should identify a researchable question, review the relevant literature, and specify a set of hypotheses. It should also identify an archival dataset that can be used to test the hypotheses. The paper should either reconcile some aspects of conflicting theories or advance new, testable theory. Please submit a 1/2 page statement outlining your paper idea by Session 4. The final version of your research paper is due during the final examination period. 
Students in their first year may wish to write two shorter idea papers instead of a full-blown research paper. The focus of the idea papers is up to you and we can tailor them to your needs. If you choose to write two shorter idea papers, the first one of them is due by Session 5, and the second during the exam period.

As you read the materials, please answer the following questions about each reading:

· What theoretical question is the author trying to address? How important is this question?
· What assumptions does the author make? How valid are these assumptions?
· How does the author address the research question? Is the empirical methodology (if any) appropriate; including sample, operationalizations, etc.? How well does the author’s approach fit with the existing literature in the area? 
· What conclusions does the author draw? Are these conclusions justified in light of the empirical evidence? Does the author explore alternative explanations for the results?
· Does the study help us understand, refine, or build theory? How could the study be improved? 
· How could this work be extended?
· How is this work related to other articles assigned for the same class session?

Grading
Class Participation 50%                                    Research Paper 50%  
Instructors:
Professor Katila and Professor Naman are both faculty at the University of Maryland's Smith School of Business. Both have industry experience and 
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